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The paper investigates lexicographic representation of phrasal verbs as found in English-
Polish general purpose dictionaries and in specialized dictionaries of phrasal verbs published 
in Poland. The analysis aims at finding how the two types of dictionaries deal with rendering 
the often complex semantics of these verbal units in terms of contextualizing their meaning, 
providing sufficient exemplification, explanatory notes and collocates – all of which 
contribute to arriving at an equivalent that best describes a given phrasal verb. The 
assumption is that, since the specialized dictionaries treat specifically of phrasal verbs they 
should give a more detailed explanation, more senses and equivalents of phrasal verbs. 
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