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A classroom is a diverse environment. Many researches have found that language teaching is 
more effective when the means of its delivery are made more responsive to students’ needs, 
characters and expectations. One of the most interesting individual differences is the 
intelligence factor. There are two main views on intelligence. One view on the topic states 
that there is no general intelligence but a set of specific intelligences and different people 
possess all of them only some are predominant. In 1983 Howard Gardner proposed a theory 
that divides intelligence into seven types: linguistic, logical/mathematical, visual/special, 
kinaesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, musical. In the light of this theory it is reasonable to 
expect that students will be more willing to participate actively and enjoy these activities 
which address their predominant intelligences. This paper is a summary of a study on the 
correlation between the different types of intelligence and the preference of tasks designed to 
develop each of these intelligences individually. The type of intelligence was determined by 
means of a questionnaire developed by Alistair Smith (1996). Students were asked to fill in 
the questionnaire before the lesson where all activities were structured specifically to address 
particular intelligences one at a time. After the lesson students’ preferences were established 
by means of a questionnaire (prepared specially for the study) in which students were to mark 
the activities from the one they liked best to the one they disliked. The results showed a 
significant negative correlation between the predominant intelligence and the preferred type 
of exercise. The explanation of this conversion may be that students prefer tasks that are more 
difficult and demand greater effort. It is thus advisable that the curriculum should be altered to 
comprise all sorts of activities developing each type of intelligence. 
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