A proposal of a thematic session at PLM 2022

Investigating bi-/multilingual acquisition in different populations and varied settings from
interdisciplinary perspectives

Convenors: Magdalena Wrembel (AMU), Ewa Haman (UW), Marit Westergaard (UiT), Anne
Dahl (NTNU), Roumyana Slabakova (NTNU), Nina Garmann (OsloMet/ MultiLing, UiO)

The scientific investigations of bi- and multilingual language acquisition are vibrant and
growing. However, studies typically focus exclusively on one language domain and one
population typein a selected acquisition setting. What is missing is a more holistic and broader
picture of bi-/multilingual acquisition, processing and use.

This thematic session is aimed at bringing together researchers working on language
acquisition from diverse perspectives, including child language and cognitive development,
foreign language acquisition in various domains and in different workplace settings. We would
like to present insights and considerations from Polish-Norwegian projects, including two
GRIEG (Norway Grants / NCN), two OPUS (NCN) projects, and one financed by the Research
Council of Norway, involving both children and adult populations, acquiring Norwegian as L2
or L3 ininstructed and naturalistic settings respectively, both at initial and advanced stages of
acquisition. The focal language repertoire will feature Polish, Norwegian and English. A range
of methodologies are adopted in the projects including experimental (brain-imaging,
behavioral) and questionnaire methods, as well as online behavioral methods forced by
pandemics. The projects are based on a close international co-operation between active
research groups from Polish and Norwegian universities (Adam Mickiewicz University in
Poznan, The Arctic University of Norway in Tromsg, Norwegian University of Science and
Technology in Trondheim, University of Warsaw, Oslo Metropolitan University and University
of Oslo).

We aim to present interim reports on the (longitudinal) data collection in CLIMAD, StarWords,
and NorPol projects as well as discuss research plans for the PolkaNorski and ADIM projects,
with a special focus on methodological considerations, across-team cooperation on
participant recruitment, and joint outreach activities. We hope to create an open forum for
exchanging research ideas as well as addressing methodological and theoretical challenges in
multilingual investigations. The session is expected to contribute to a greater understanding
of multilingual competence and its acquisition and processing in general, and specifically
examine the speech patterns of Polish-Norwegian bi-/multilingual communities with different
constellations of stage and setting of acquisition.

Projects:

ADIM: Across-domain investigations in multilingualism: Modeling L3 acquisition in diverse
settings (GRIEG, Norway Grants / National Science Centre NCN in Poland)

CLIMAD: Cross-linguistic influence in multilingualism across domains: Phonology and syntax
(OPUS, National Science Centre NCN in Poland)

PolkaNorski: Polish and Norwegian language and world knowledge development in mono-
and multilingual children (GRIEG, Norway Grants / National Science Centre NCN in Poland)



StarWords: New perspectives on assessing early language development in mono- and
bilingual context: a web-based interactive parental report in a longitudinal study (OPUS,
National Science Centre NCN in Poland)

NorPol: Examining factors that enhance or inhibit communication between Poles and
Norwegians in workplace interaction, especially linguistic practices, communicative style,
and different stereotypes of Poles and Norwegians (Research Council of Norway)
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