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Reading is not only (cold) information processing, but involves affective and aesthetic 

processes that go far beyond what current models of word recognition, reading, or text 

comprehension can describe. The Neurocognitive Poetics perspective (Jacobs, 2015a,b; 

Willems & Jacobs, 2016) emphasizes such affective-aesthetic processes during the reading of 

verbal materials in more natural and ecologically valid tasks and contexts going from 

‘micropoems’ in the form of single words (Jacobs, 2017) or metaphors (Jacobs & Kinder, 

2018) to entire poem corpora (Jacobs et al., 2017, Jacobs, 2018). It also provides methods, e.g. 

Quantitative Narrative Analysis/QNA tools like the Berlin Affective Wordlist/BAWL (Jacobs 

et al., 2015), as well as models (e.g., the Neurocognitive Poetics Model/NCPM; Jacobs, 2015a; 

Jacobs & Willems, 2017) for quantifying the wealth of distinctive features of all kinds of 

verbal materials used in such tasks and predicting their effects on reader responses, e.g. for use 

as parametric regressors in fMRI studies on literature reception. In this paper I address the 

issue of how the brain works in literature within the framework of the NCPM. Its predictions 

are discussed in the light of empirical results from studies on word recognition, metaphor 

comprehension or poetry reception. 
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