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The visual aspects of the Old English gloss to the Eadwine Psalter

The Eadwine Psalter is a mid-twelfth century manuscript made in Christ Church, Canterbury,
roughly a hundred years following the Norman Conquest. This historical background is
evident in its linguistic layer: it is a tripartite, display manuscript, containing the three Latin
versions of the psalter: Gallicanum (with an Anglo-Norman gloss), Romanum (with an Old
English gloss) and Hebraicum (with a Latin gloss). The mise-en-page has been for a long time
interpreted as being reflective of the socio-political circumstances following the Conquest —
the Old English gloss is believed to be inferior to the Anglo-Norman one (Webber 1992).
Moreover, although the Old English gloss is among the precious few complete Old English
psalter glosses that have survived until today, due to its numerous, heavy corrections in the
first 77 psalms, it was for a long time deemed useless from the perspective of historical
linguistics.

The present paper discusses the results of the analysis of the numerous (almost 2000 in
total) corrections found in the first 50 Psalms, in order to gain an insight into various ways in
which corrections to the gloss — as one of the manuscript’s visual aspects — can provide new
insight into the inter-relationships of its languages and offer a new interpretation of its mise-
en-page. It is proposed that the corrections to the gloss are indeed a valuable source of not
only linguistic information, but that they can also shed some light on non-linguistic
controversies surrounding the Old English gloss to the Eadwine Psalter, such as the cultural

dynamics surrounding the Psalter’s production.
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