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The semantics of Light Verb Constructions in Modern Irish 

Maria Bloch-Trojnar (John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin)  

 
The term Light Verb Construction (henceforth LVC) is used with reference to a combination of a ‘a 
common verb of general meaning’ (Quirk and Greenbaum (1973: 174)) with a complement, whose 
semantic load is greater, e.g. take a walk, give a groan, make a search, have a drink and do a stunt in 
English. The paper focuses on the semantics of their opposite numbers in Modern Irish. The structures 
in question are made up of the verbal noun and one of the following light verbs: déan ‘do’, tabhair 
‘give’, faigh ‘get’, bain ‘take, extract’, cuir ‘put’, for example:  

 Dhein sé   gearán. 

 do-past he complain-VN 

 ‘He made a complaint.’ 

Wierzbicka (1982) brought to light the necessity of semantic considerations in the analysis of LVCs. 
This presentation aims at demonstrating that the productivity of the construction is affected not only 
by aspectual considerations but also by semantic factors. It is a well known fact that VNs are used in 
this construction when the corresponding verb has a limited set of inflected forms, and/or to achieve a 
partitive or singulative effect (Ó Siadhail (1989: 304-308), Wigger (in press)). In addition to this, as 
will be shown light verbs display systematic behaviour in their ability to combine with verbal nouns 
derived from certain semantic verb classes.  

 
Bibliography 
Bloch-Trojnar, M. (2006) Polyfunctionality in Morphology. A Study of Verbal Nouns in Modern Irish. Lublin: 

Wydawnictwo KUL.  
Cetnarowska, B. 1993. The Syntax, Semantics and Derivation of Bare Nominalisations in English. Katowice: 

Uniwersytet Śląski. 
de Bhaldraithe, T. (1953) Gaeilge Chois Fhairrge: An Deilbhíocht. Baile Átha Cliath: Institiúid Ard-Léinn 

Bhaile Átha Cliath. 
de Bhaldraithe, T. (1959) English-Irish Dictionary. Baile Átha Cliath: An Gúm. 
Dinneen, P. S. (1927) Irish-English Dictionary. Dublin: Irish Texts Society. 
Doyle, A. and E. Gussmann (1996) A Reverse Dictionary of Modern Irish. Lublin: Folium. 
http://www.englishirishdictionary.com/dictionary 
Jespersen, O. (1954). A Modern English Grammar. Vol. VI. London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd.  
Levin, B. 1993. English Verb Classes and Alternations. A preliminary Investigation. Chicago and London: The 

University of Chicago Press. 
Marchand, H. (1969) The Categories and Types of Present-Day English Word-Formation. A Synchronic-

Diachronic Approach. München: C. H. Beck. 
Ó Corráin, A. (1997) On verbal aspect in Irish with particular reference to the progressive. In  Mac Mathúna, S. 

and A. Ó Corráin (eds.) Miscellanea Celtica in Memoriam Heinrich Wagner. Uppsala: Acta Universitatis 
Upsaliensis, Studia Celtica 2. 

Ó Dónaill, N. (1977) Foclóir Gaeilge-Béarla. Baile Átha Cliath: An Gúm. 
Ó hAnluain, L. A. 1999. Graiméar Gaeilge na mBráithre Críostaí. Baile Átha Cliath: An Gúm. 
Ó Siadhail, M. (1989) Modern Irish. Grammatical Structure and Dialectal Variation. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 
Quirk, R. And S. Greenbaum.(1973) A University Grammar of English. London: Longman. 
Wierzbicka. A. 1982. Why can you Have a Drink when you can’t *Have an Eat? Language, 58(4):753–799. 
Wigger, A. (in press). Advances in the lexicography of Modern Irish Verbs. 
 


