Dynamic transformation of urban landscapes – a case of Jewish cemetery in Poznań
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Cemeteries are often seen as repositories of both family and cultural memory (Thum 2007, Golka 2009). They are the places were social rituals of commemoration of the relatives intertwine with the commemoration of people important for the regional and national history. They are often the sites of community strengthening social practices. However, after the Holocaust and the population transfers after WW II many cemeteries in Central and Eastern Europe underwent devastation, fell into disuse or were transformed into urban spaces with new functions. Jewish cemetery in Głogowska Street in Poznan is an interesting case in point. It was established in 1804, when the previous cemetery was leveled out due to city development. During WW II, similarly to the neighbouring Catholic and Evangelical cemeteries, it was leveled out and its grounds were used for the expansion of the Trade Fair grounds. After the war, a building estate was erected on the former Jewish cemetery. In 2008 the grave of the Poznan rabbi Akiva Eger (died 1837) was reconstructed in the backyard of the tenement houses. 

data: landscape, newspapers, focus groups, website of the local painter: Janusz Marciniak http://www.januszmarciniak.pl/backyard
method: resemiotization, image schemata, conceptual metaphors and metonymies, DHA
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