Memorial plaques – small forms of cultural memory
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Jan Assmann (2010) considers various memorial objects, e.g. plaques, as metonymic triggers of social memory. Memorial plaques usually commemorate people of historical importance as well as historical events and are often placed on the walls of the buildings on the historical site of the event. This presentation will use a combination of systemic functional-multimodal discourse analysis (O’Halloran 2008) and Discourse Historical Approach (Wodak 2001, Wodak and Krzyżanowski 2011) to analyze a number of plaques from Poznań Old Town and the adjoining streets. The data was collected using the methods developed within the linguistic landscape approach. On the methodological level, the study will attempt to formulate genre characteristics of these multi-modal representations. On the critical discursive level, we will seek to answer the question to what extent, and if so how the three communities that lived in Poznań before World War II are represented. The preliminary research results show a stable pattern of formal features of representation, such as material, shape and arrangement of information. When it comes to the representation of the three communities, the absence of commemoration of the former German inhabitants of the city is conspicuous.

